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[ - Campany 154th Reg. N.Y. Vols.
Atlanta, Ga.
[ ) November 1l4th 186
W\ This army has been under marching
[“," orders for the past tvo weeks. We march

' ‘l at 7 o’clock in the morming. Omn to
- Savannah, Ga. probably. Gen. Sherman
bas cut himsgelfi loos from communication.

Railroad is being destroied between

|
-

here and Chattanooga.
Unavailable men have been sent back.
The camp is busy this evening pre-
paring for a long march.
Everything is being burnt in the
city that would benifit the enemy.
There is8 large fires in the city

this evening.
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S Rovember 15th 18

Morning -~ We broke camp yesterday

norning at seven (7) o'clock. We now

h find curselves about fifteen (15) miles
] south-east of Atlanta near Stone

mountain. The city vas being fired as
we passed through it yesterday moruming.

_ The weather is clear and cold.

Evening - Marched fifteen (15) miles
today. Had fresh pourk and sweet potatoes
for dinner and supper.

We are to depend on the country for
= subsistance. Svine and sweet potatoes

are plenty.




The country begins to be low and
svampy. The land is rolling about the

city however.



e couatry begins to be low and
ane land is rolling about the

wever.
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Dec 3th 1364

_ile are unearing Savannah but our
progress has been slow for the past week
owing to bad roads.

Have traveled over fifty (50) miles
through a country so lewel that water is
dead. Much of the road we had to bridge.
The rebels have tried to impede our progress
by falling timber in the road.

We are nov within 18 miles of

Can hear cannonading this
evening.
Sat. Dec. 10th

The 1st Div. is in advance today.

It run onto and dislodged a rebel battery
this P.M.

Marched about 5 miles.
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Sun. Dec. llth 1864

Slight skirmishing today. We £ind
the enexy's lines., He is fortified about
4 miles outside the city. Has sheiled us
gome this afterroon. Qur corps (20th) is

on the extreme left.

Evening - OQur Brigade (2od) is now
in camp on the banks of the old Savannah.
We have a good view of the city. Also oi
the nest of treason, South Carolina.

The country is very level. The timber
is mostly pine.

The banks of the river are high and
pfojecting on the Georgia szide. Not a

rock or pebble is to be seen.
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Mon. Dec. 12th 1864

Our Brigade is still on the river.

We are protecting the plant and supporting
a battery.

A rebel boat came down the river and
was captured with a quantity of supplies.

Three boys of our regiment were cap-
tured today while foraging on the South
Carolina side.

Heavy canmomading is heard on the
right. Gen. Sherman will soon open
comzuni cation.

We need bhardtacks. We have not seen
one in tvo weeks. Sweet potatoes are playe:«
out. Qur living is mostly boiled rice and
beef.

Weather is fine.




Tues. Dec. 13th 1864
On the banks
A rehel battery is playing on us
Yright smart" today. Ours are doing
nothing as yet.

The weather is clear and cold.

Wed. l4th Evening

Just returned from Division hospital.
Was sent there last night from being hit
on hip with a ball from the explosion of a
shell in cawmp. It only bruised but dis-
abled me for walking for the time.

I am quite lame yet but I managed to
get back to the regiment by riding a mule.
Too many lice at the hospital for me. Gene
Besecker and Bill RNichols were badly
vounded at the same time I was hit.

Commimnications open. Ft. McAllister

was taken yesterday.
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Dec. 17th 1364

Received news from home today for the
first since we left Atlanta. Mail came in
tvice. The boys are all busy reading their
letters. With the letter from wife I
received a package containing a pr. socks,
a pr. gloves and silk handkerchief.

Went into camp in regular foruw.

A great draft is hourly being made on
the regiment for fatigue.

"Johnnys* continue to throw their shel.
vounding a3 man now and then. Aside from

that everything is quiet along the line.

Sun. Dec. 18th
All are busy today writing home. I
vrote to wife and Mose. Mose is in hospita
New Albany Ind. sick with eryziplus. No
rations come yet. Nothing but rice and bee
to eat. Some coffee without sugar. Warm,

dry weather yet.
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Savannah, Ga.
Mon. Dec. 19th 1864

Received evidences today that we had
communication. Hardtacks came to our suppor
Drew full rations of bread and half of sugar
Heavy firing this P.l4. on the South Carolina
shore opposite the city. Supposed to be
Foster with a federal force. The Forte
our boys are at work oa is neariy finished.
Our guns are quiet yet. Weather holds dry
and warm.

Tues. 20th

Some indications of rain. Cloudy.

All is quiet along the line, except
that some cannonading is heard away to the
right. I am not for duty yet. My hip is
quite sore and lame.

I made a writing table this A.M.

Leiut. J. P. Wellman, James D. Frink

and I tent together. Jimy is on picket.

As Corporal, rations have come. I must

raw them. Drew rations for 12, Guns
the Company. 10



Savannah City, Ga.
Dec. 2lst 1864

The enemy evacuated about three o’clock
this. morning.

The camp was awaikened at four. We
marched at five. At 6:45 we were marching
past the town clock im the city of Savannah
camplete victors of the place.

Found the city in good condition with
many women and children therein.

The 2nd Division has the honor of bein;
first to enter the city. It was surrendere«
up to our Div. Commander Gen. John W. Geary.

We are novw in camp near city park. It
is a beautiful place.

The weather is cold and windy, with sc
rain. An old lady gave bunk mate and mysel.
a fly tent. It makes us a good tent cover.
Boards and fences are being snatched high

and dry for tenting.

11
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Company 154th Reg. N.Y. Vols.
Savannah City, Georgia
Dec. 22nd 13864

Weather is clear and cold. Kneed
overcoat and mittens on. I have gloves,
but no overcoat. We are trying to make
tent more camfortable.

We are having sweet potatoes again.
Frink and I indulged in a dish of iried

eggs for dinner. Gave 75¢ a doz. for then

Fri. 23rd
Weather softened a little. Moved
tents and enlarged camp. I went into
the city and found us a little stove. Woo
is too scaree to use chaimneys.
Our Div. is doing provost duty in
the city. About 45 men are daily detailed

out of the regiment.
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Dec. 25tk 1864
Sunday = Christmas

Weather warn a2 pleasant.

vhicii I got a friepdly woman to make. She

was fricmdly for the moncy. GGave for them

Eizht 9'clock P.M.

Little rainy this cvenizg.

hoxe parior. Jizxy and I have zach of us

strav bed = a2 luxury toc a soldier:

It is rumxzel tonight that the other

three corgs (l4tk, 1Sth and 17th) are

"Go ia. We will hold Savannah at all

hazards.




Mon. Dec. 26th 1864

Warm and lowery. Jimmy is on
guard in town. I have been cleaning my
gm all day.

Fri. 30th

The 20th Corps was reviewed by Genls.
Sherman, and Williams.

I was on guard from yesterday morning
untill this morming in the city. Did not
come off in time to go on review. Instead
of remaining to garison this place for th
winter we now expect to move when the aruy
It is under marching orders.

The weather is cold and raw, but dry.

My bunk mate, Jimmy Frink, went to
Hospital with measels tonight.

I have been to work at payzrolls this
evening. Will be mustered tomorrow for

four (4) months pay.

14
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Sat. Eve. Dec. 31st 1864

Was mustered today for four (4) month:

pay. Cold enough to wear overcoat and
mittens. Had a rainy afternoon but it
is clear tonight.

Good many roudiee in camp. I have
been helping Leiut. Wellman about the
pay-rolls this evening.

Names of the members present of Co. I.
154th N.Y. Vols.

James M. Baxter 1st Sgt.

Geo. Mosher Sgt.

F. M. Bowen "

. H. Fales Corpl.

Wallace Cole "

Mathew Leippert "

Philip Mason Private

Wm. Willover 8

Sanford Shellner LU

Joseph Moyrer Co. Cook

H. Platper Reg. Drumer (15)
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Camp 154th Reg. R.Y.Vol
Savamnah, Ga.
Suxizy Jannary lst 1865

Another year has rolled gxound and the
curse of a civil war still rages in our
land. But the revolution is fast declinin
Much territory and many strongholds have
been renched from its grasp in the time.
Cen. Grant is now knocking at the walls of
Richmond the capital of the so called Coa-
federacy.

Gen. Sherman has marched the entire
length of Geargia driving the enemy from
the state. He captured and destrxoyed
Atlanta and then we marched on to Savannah
vhere the army i8 now resting from labor f£
a short time. Every railroad in the stat
of Georgia is now severed.

The weather is dry and cold. I went
to Hospital to see my bunkmate J. D.
Friok this P.M. BHe is having a hard run

of the measels.
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Names and dates of battles imn Ga. in which

I have engaged.

Rocky=-face=-ridg May 8th 1864

Rebecca May 15th "

Pumpkin vine creek May 25th
Pine Kmob | June 15th

And the siege of Atlanta from July 22nd

to Sept. 2nd 1564

And the siege of Savannah from the llth t«
the 21st of Dec 1864

Yes, and Peact Tree Creek July 20th

In these baitles as history will show our

arms were victorious.

Mon Jan. 2nd
Weather dry & plesant.

The work of fortifying the city was c¢
menced tcday. I had charge of a fatigue
party from our regt. The ground digs up
very easy. The earth is a sandy loam. Nec

stone is to be found.
17



Savannah, Ga.
Wednes. Evening
Jany. 4th 1865

Have kept myself quite close today.

Was sick yesterday afternocon and last night
The Weather is fine. Col. Jones starts for
bome in the morning on furlough.

An election was held among the officers
last night to choose one fram amoang them
for the office of Major.Vice L. D. Warner
promoted to Lt. Cdm. Capt. R. W. Benson wa:
unanimously chosen for our next Major. The
prospect is quite good for our remaining he:
for the winter. I wish Jimy was able to be
here. It is quite lonesome. The boys are
lively and merry around the regiment tonigh:

The boys are dancing and the darkks are
jigging & patting & singing. We don't get
much mail yet. Expect one in the morning.

An getting anxious to hear from home.

18
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Thur. Jaouary Sth 1865
Weather is cloudy & warm.

The 17th Corps is imbarking for Will-
mington N.C. Our fleet has zlready com-
menced bombaxding its works.

Coln. Jones starts home on leave of
absence. He rec'd his commission as Brig.
General this worning.

Bully for "Pat."

Friday 6th Evening.

Weather has been lowery.

Jimy is still in hospital & I am alone
in our tent.

Col. Mindul of 33 N.J.VY. is in coumand
of Brig.

We had Brig. Dress parzde to nigit.
Mindul begins to put on the "stile.” Eod.
Deforist, Dick & self had an oyster supper.

Get them fresh for $1.00 per bushel.

19




Savannah, Ga., Jan. Sth 1865

Was on guard in the city yesterday
and last night.
The duties of gusrd & fatigue keep
us all basy. 1t is Sunday today but a
fatigue party was called out. Strong
fortifications are being built axound
the city.
Drew ciothing this aftermaon.
1 drew One (1) pr. pants
Two (2) * drawvers
™o (2 * socks
Ooe (1) " ahirts
Cne (1) * shoes

Ooe (1) Tent & one haversack




"Moo Eve Jan. 9th 1865

-The weather today has been cold
anl windy with some rain.

I made out another pay roll and
have one more to make. The old ones
were lost.

The regiment was called out for
drill this P.M  There not being
snough of us for battalion drill it
was divided into two squads and
drilled by Ubduzrs 7)) Alres &
Wellman respectifively in the manuel

of aras.

It rains quite steady this evening.
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Jan 10,
Cold & rainy.

1 vent down to hospital this forenoor
to see my bunk mate J. D. Frink. He will
noi: be out for some time yet.

We don't draw much rations yet.

I bought at Comissary today some
filour and pourk. Flour 7¢ per 1lb.

Pourk 22¢ per 1lb. Sugar 17¢ per 1b.
Hard bread 7¢ per 1lb. Coffee 70¢ per 1b.

Garisoning Savannah has about played

out for the 2nd Div.

We are under marching orders. Probal

go within ten days. The old 2ad Div. of

the 20th Corps was the first tv hoist the
stars & stripes We have got
the city pearly fortified, and now to
leave it for others to guard grinds a

"feller'’s" = demoralizes.
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"Sat" Jan l4th 1865

We are still in Savanmnah and may be
for gsome time to coue.

. The Army is very quiet.

The weather is warm & dry. It seems
like plesant fall weather at home. We
are having two drills per day and dress
parade by Brigade every night at 4-30.

We have to come out with shoes and straps
shining.

We get very little mail & why is
more than I can conjecture. Communicatic
is good. I have not heard from home since
we enterd the city. I am living aione
these days. My "pard" is still in hospit

I am having quite easy times but it i
lonesome. Sleep alone & eat alone. Liw
well however and will while oy money last
Pride myself on making the best of pancak

We don't draw but half rations.




Camp 154th Reg. U.S. Vols.
Savamnab, Ga. Jan. 15th 18€

Sunday - Cold raw wind predominates.

Qur Chaplain lMr. Norton, gave us a
sermon this P.M.

Rec'd letter from wife & mother under
date of Jan 5th. It said all well except
my little boy, Frankie. He had the mumps.
I answered forthwith. I drew cloathing
yesterday. Ome (1) Overcoat & One (1)
Blouse.

"7 on. Jan 16th

Cold & cloudy. 1 am writing for the
Lieut. todsay.

The smallpox is raging to a considerc
extent in the city The prospect is good
moving from here soom.

Rec'd a pr. of socks & suspenders by
mail from wife. My clothing drawn since
lagt settlement amounts to $36. Bdward R.

Wood owes me for One (1) Great Coat $8.50.

-24-
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"ledns. Eve" Jan. 18th 1365

Our Brigade is under marching orders.
We axre to be ready to march in the morning.
Probably will move some time tamorrow. I
solde my wool blanket for $2.00. I will
cary an overcoat, ruber blanket, one tent
& a change of umderclothes That will make
a heavy load. Lieut. Wellman will be sent
to hospital so we will have no commissioned
officer in the Co. Maj. Warner gave me my
warant today. I sent it home. The weather
is warm and dry.

A part of égmmfrom Sheridan's army
arrived today. Supposed to releave us & g2

rison the city. Big thinz that. The membe

of Cos. spent the evening in holding
3 lawsuit between Co. D. Plaintiff &

Grovenor Hopkins, Defendant. It was a jury
trial. I had the honor of presiding. Hopk

accused of stealing wood from Co. D.Jury
brought in verdict of guilty. I sentenced

him to three (3) tosts in a blanket.
25
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Savamnah Ga. Jan 21/65

No move made yet & can't be for the
present on account of heavy rains. I came
off duty last night about 9 o'clock. Had |
ca 36 hours. We were down on the dock gus
ing the cotton presses & machine shops.
33,000 bales cotton were captured kere.
The 19th A.C. relieved us. It has rained
steady for the last forty eight (43) hour:
& still raining.

Willmington K.C. is reported captured
with all the garrison. 17 blockade runers
& 250,000 bales of cotton. That is what
squlches the rebelion.

The rebel congress is sueing for
peace. They propose to send 13 cammissio
to meet an equal mmber of ours to megoti
But treating has plaied out. An uncondi-

tional surrender & laying down their arms

will bring peace. Rec'd letter from Mose

& answered it. His health is better. He

on light duty.
26
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Sun. Jan. 22nd 1865

Weather continues rainy & cold. I
attended church this a.m. Ro signs yet
of our moving. Rec'd letter from Brother

George. Folks all well in Cattaraugus.

This is the most boisterous aight I
have witnessed in Savammah. The rain pour
& wind blows. I am lucky to oot be on dut
this night. Horace Berington, mess mate,
and I have been writing all the evening.
Answered George's & letter.

Tues Jan. 24th

Cold raw winds predaminate More
talk of marching. Expect to go within a
few days.

15th Corps has started out but the
recent heavy rains stoped their trains.
Their track was flooded & 700 mules were
drowned. Horace Herington is uy mess

mate.




Orders are received to march tomorrow
moroing at 8 oclock. Ho#. tskes part of
my.load on his horse. He takes care of ¢t
chaplain®s horse and has one to ride himse
It is a great favor to me.

1 have written to Naomi and my foiks :
Cattaréugua this evening. Will now retir:
and see what the morrow brings forth.

Bod. has gone to bed.

Thurs. Eve. Jan. 26th

We are still in Savannah & the old =z
Marching orders were countermanded until
further orders this morming. We have ord
to be ready tc march tomorrow morming at
8 o'clock rec®d tomight. Weather holds «

Good news tonight. Auvgusta Ga. repo:

evacuated.

— e — s —— e ————— R -



iIn the Field Near Sisters Ferry, Ga.
February 3rd 1865

Started from Savannah on morning of
Jan. 27. Arrived here on night of 30th
having marched about 35 miles.

Found the river & road on opposite si
lipassable. Pioneers have got the rozd
nearly bridged. And torpedos which the
rebs planted in our track dug out. Expec
to move over onto South Carolina side to-
morrow. Lranchville S.C. is comnsidered
the objective point. Augusta Ga. is not
evacuated as reported.

I have been under Dr.s care for the
past three days. <Ridney complaint. The
Dr. thinks I had better go to nospital
when we move. Feel better today.

The weather is coid & rainy.

The country is a dead level timbered
exclusively with pine. Water of poorest
kind.

Maj. Warner rec'd commission as Liev
Col. last night. Only 7 guns in Co. 1

29




Genl. Hospital No. 1 VWard '"E:
Savamnah, Ga., Peb. 11, 1865

1 wvas sent back sick from Sisters
Perry when our Div. cxossed the river the
3rd. Sisters Ferry is about 60 miles fra
here by river. The sick came on boat.
Arrived here night of the 7th. I have go:
nearly well again but my kidnies txouble :
same yet. I am writing for the Ward Mast
I will oot remain here after Sherman open
commmnications so I can get to my command

The weather 1is cold and raw but the s
shines bright. I would like to bask in 1
rays but cant get out of the yard without
pass. So much for red tape. The papers
are full of peace rumors & peace camnis-

aioners these daye.
Sunday 12th

The day has been spent as 18 usual i:
a hospital. Standing to attention for
shoulder straps & general inspection.
Attended Divine Sirvises in Chapel this

evenicg.
«30-
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Mon., Feb. 13th, 186

Been very bussy all day writing
déauiptive cards for every man in the
vard.

Attended meeting again this evening.
I was listening to a Universal minister
proball:ly the only one in Sherman's whole
army.

It is a great pleasure to me to once
more listen to the teachings of universal
salvation.

The Chaplain (Rev. Mr. Rojers of Ill.
iavited me to his room where we spent an
hour in plesant conversation.

The weather is quite cool, but dry.
The long talked of peace negotiations
seem to be knocked in head. Jeff Davis
asked for recognician of his confederacy
and of course '"0ld Abe’ couldn't see it.
"Unconditional surrender” is the motto of

all true Americans.




Thurs., Gen'l Hospital
Scriven House
Savannsh, Ga. Peb. 16, 18

Had a thunder shower last night.
Warm & pleasant today. Vegitation starts
Went out on a pass this A.M. Made my
old messmate Jimy Frink a visit now in
20th Corps Hospital. Just came in from
the chappil wheres we have been listening
to a lecture on astronowmy by our Chaplair
(Rev. Mr. Rojers of Ill.) Tomorrow night
he is8 to deliver a sermon on the "Punish-
ment of Sin." Text = a fearful thing to

fall into the hands of God.

32
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Sun. Evening, Feb. 19, 1865

Gloriocus news today. Official
dispatch came in anncuncing the fall of
Charleston, S.C. The stars and stripes
floats over Forts Sumpter, Moultrin and
the city. Evacuated 17th inst. (Friday
night) . Where will Jeff Davis'
hoards next flee to. That is a questio:
Ricimond is their only remaining stromg
hold and Grant's Army is in motionm.

Went out on pass today. Visited my
old messmate, J. D. Frink.

Did not attend meeting touight but
wrote letter to H. B. Beringtonm, Co. F,

154th Reg't.

33 -
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1865

A Table of Distances

The following table of distonces which we
have compiled from reliable sources will
be found valuable to cur reade=s fcr
reference in tracing the varicus movements
now taking place in the Carslinas:

Hile
Prom Charleston tc

S&vannah T 104
Ashepoo Bridgee=- 3¢
Pocotaligo 5&
Ringstree 2¢
Florenece 10-
Augusta - 137
Branchville - 62
Orangeburg 7¢
Kingsville 10¢
Columbia 13(
12¢

Augusta - 13
Wilmingtm (by mil) O OOLOTO ae® oD zog
Ricbmand 457
Washington 587

From Branchville to

Charleston €
Grangeburg 1
Kingville e 4t
Columbia G<
Plorence 14¢
Augusta 7¢
Wilvington =eee= 21¢
Charlotte .o 17¢

From Nevbern to
Beaufort 4C
Goldsboro SC
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Foom Riassville 22

Coluxbiz -
rme L adand eoovow
¥ilmington e

From Columbiza to

Florence ee-
Wilaington - -
Charlotes
salmm’ (mt lme) oosvocos o
to Ba?-leigh (im Iine) ool reeaes
Goldsbaro
Goldsboro (by Wilminston) ewececee-
Baleigi do do )

From Wilmington to

Marion - -
Florence
Goldaboro
Weldon
Raleigh e -
Hillsboro
Greensboro -
Salisturg
Charlotte —rw
Petersburyg -

Rictmond - -
Washirgton e=e

Mile

17.
pali
26
3C.

~
&

24
37
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Sunday wmorning, Feb. 26, 1865

I have been confined to the house
since lact Tuesday with fever and jaundi
Not well et but resumed my old business
in Werd idaster's room this marming.
Moved my bed in his room. Sherman's
Army is in possession of Columbia
(Capital 5.C.).

I wish I was with my cammand. Belic:
oy health is getting poorer every day.
But there is no getting to the front nc
God speed the time when I can get out o
Savannah.

Seven (7) months after today and I a:

a citizen if not shot.

Evening = An extra was issued from
Bepublican office this P.M. amnouncing
the evacuation of Willmington. Not

confirmed acwever.

-35-



Scrivenhouse Rospital
Savammah, Ga. Feb. 27th, 1865
Been very busy today writing passes
and orders. Don't feel very well yet.
Throat very sore. The good news about
Willmington has not been confirmed toda:
as I aoped it would be.

It is warz and raining this evening.

Teb. 23th

All mustered for pay. Six months
pay owing me now. $120.00. Would like
couple months pay now. Got "aary cent.

I am feeling pretty well again.

- 36 =
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lledéns. lfarch 1lst, 1365

Raiany & lowery weather., I procurcd
a jencral pass today so I can go througk

the city limits any time from G a.m. to

Sat. March 4th, 18€5

Abrahan Lincoln (0ld Abe) re-
inaugurcted today as president of the
United States. Ve did not celebrate it
as ue oucht.

tiilmington is ours. Qur troops
marched into it 22nd of Feb. This talke:
from= the rebels their last sea port.

Sherzon has marched throush South
Carolina & destroyed its capital cond
is zow in !. Carolira.

Iy health is getting very good agzis

I am busy mo3t of the time writing.

- 37 -



Scriven House Hospital Ware E
Savannah, Ga., Mar. &4, 1865

Evening - just came in from the

Chappel where the Chaplatn and Dr.

Thomag talked to us on the subject of
temperance. I am alvays interested
in the cause of temperence.

While in the street today I zun
across Chas. V. Depuy once a Serz't
of oy Co. but nov a deserter. He has
not been with the command since last
May. Poor fellow. I pitty him; his
just deserts is death., He is cowardly
& tretcherous but I hope justice may
fall with a dovny hand fer his ___
is a weakness impossible for him to
overcaome.

It is 2 o'clock. I will retire.

- 38 =
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Bead Qrters., Ward E
Screvin house Hospital
Savammah, Ga. Mar. 7, 18¢

Just came in from the chappel vwhere

lwe have been holding a tecmperance meeti

It is 9 o'clock p.m. The evils of in-
temperence should be oftener pointed ou
to the soldiers. Intemperance is ruin-
ing and killing more men than the bullc
What a loathsome, miserable & wicked
habit,

The boys are obliged to be temperat
these days for the want of greembacks.
great loss but what there is a small gz

I am entirely out of chink, I feel
the kneed of it much at times. I woulc
wake good the deficiency of our living
times., But better days are caming, TL
3awndice is troubling these days.
Rnewmtisn too, Hope to go to the com-
nand soon however.

Get no newa from the fromt. Sherma

i3 somevhere in North Carolinma.
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Mar, 14, lobd

I have been quite umwell for two day
éast:. Dr. Says got the hives & jaundice
Jimy Prink came to see me before he
gstarts towvard the front. He goes tomorr
morning on a boat to Charleston or Wil
mington but there is no getting to the
cormand now, 1 wish there was for I am
tired of this place.

No commmication to Sherman's Aroy
yet. I think I will iite out to wall
vhen there is, if able.

We ave having a greatr deal of rain

these days. Cold ~inds.




March 15th, 1865

I am feeling better today, Having a

cansiderable wvriting to do for the ward,

to eat to an cxtra table
yestexrday so I am all right on that scorx
Bave lost my appetite and found a dog's.,
An very thin in flesh but in hopes to
overcane that in time.

Rec'd letter from wifc dated Peb. 2€
with $5 enclosed. Wife and baby boy wer
well,

March 17th

Been bugy all day transferring and
receiving sick.

I am feeling quite well and hearty
again. Get plenty to eat such as it is.
Bread, meat & coffee & sugar is not
limited at our (clerks & orderlys) tablc
Saoch fare is sumptious for a soldier.
We genexally have potatoes or anion soug

for dinner,




Caavalescents and all get this & pickles
efther cucomber or tamatoes are freely
furnisbed, But we are quite confident
th.at aboot 1/3 of ocur ratians are smggle
from us by stewards, doctors and cooks.
But that is only ope of the many mis-
farttmes & 111 treatments which the
private must submit to, while i1f he were
at home he would buy and sell his superic
in military four times and keep them. An
I wvould not feel honored with the compan
of many of them in civil life. But
fortunately I have aluays got along very
smoothly,

I will lite out of this soom as

coxmmication 18 opened to Shexman's arx




!

q . [ LI

[ I

Lo

s W

Sat,. Eve., March 18, 1865

The weather 18 warm & dry., Sprirgli
Grass and foliage starting. I have been
to work all the afternoou for the Dr.
rulirg and entering the patients'
narmes in his prescription book., Attende
sexvices in the chapel this evening, It
is nine o'clock but I will read a vhile

before I retire.

Sun. 19th = & p.m.

We bave supper at five. It consistc
tonight of bread, tea & pickles.

Had a close inspection this forenoor
Bed ticks and clothes turmed up and ove:
to see that nothing was concealed there:
My clean sghirt and dravers werc found
under oy pillow. They wvere yanked out.

And all for "red tape."
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General Hospital No. 1

Scriven House Branch

Savannah, Ga., Mar. 24th, 1865
Dear Wife

I zm seated alone in my coozy little
room trying to think of something to do t¢
pases the time most plesantly. It is erly
candle lighe. Two loang hours bpefore bed
time. The clattoring & shuffiing of trawv
on the gidewalks has in a degree ceased a
the patients & attoendaats about the hospi
are ecither at their beds or quietiy perfo
ing the duties allotted to their respecti-
spheres. I have dcpoe all the writing tha
the ward bkas reqrired for this day so the
evening ig my cwn. And as my mind tomigh
in particular iz wiva wy little family an
""dear cnes at howe” I wlll spend the even
ing 3cribbling in tlils old book hoping it
will zeach thom in gjood time and entertai

them until =my return. Ihough I intended
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to keep it for a companion until the
expiration of my time. I will discharge

it, I think, tamorrow six months ahead

of myself by expressing it with my over=-
coat, For this piece of nonsence too
large for a handy pocketbook and that
season of the year has come for an inhabie-
tant of this climate to cast off their
wvoolen at least overcoats.

The seascns here are full two months
erlier than in western N.Y. or nothern Pa.
Today thirty ocmne (31) of Gem. Kille
patrick's cavalry were returned to duty

from this hospital.

Kilpatrick recently had a fight with
the rebel Gen. Wade Hampton. Tho Kil(Rill
gave the rebs a sound thrashing his loss
was heavy and has sent for all who are
able to jofrr their commands,
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Commmication will soon be good to
Sherran's whole army when the infantry
can. eagily be reinforced by thousands of
coavalescents from Savamah, Hiltcn Head.,
Besufort, Charleston and many from norther:
hospitals.

This place is now being garrisoned
wmostly by colored troops. They are fine
looking soldiers. Neat, tidy & soldierly
bearing. I must say that the colored
regiments now in this city (those who have
been two years in the service) are superic
to our white vols. in drill & discipline.

They are officered with wvhite wen who
hold a rigid and wholesome discipline ove:
them which aided by that pride & self
esteenm so praminent in the African race
especially those that have been blessed
wvith the knowledge of "0ld Abe's" emanci-
pation proclimation, makes them efficient

gsoldiers., The non-camnisgioned officers
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are chosen from the most intelligent of
the enlisted wmen who take the greatest
pride in performing their duty to the
letter.

We all lmow too that by placing them
at the front in lipe of battle bas not
been a bad investment of Uncle Sam's
resources, The rebel congress has passed
a lawv to raise and arm 200,000 negroes
to offset that bramch of our resource
vhich they are pleased to denounce as
iohuman and contrary to the rules and
regulations of civilized warfare.

Confiscation of negroes and property
belanging to rebels is what hurts them.

But the rebels dare not put arms intc
the hands of their slaves. The crisis i:
now upon them and the slave mows no
master vhere power is given him to strik
for his freedom., But enough. It is pas:
bed time,
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I may write more before sending this
to you. But if I should not, please
pexuse in secret for it contains nothing
intended for the public but merely writte:
for pastime and fumnre references for you
and me after my return to my beloved wife
" son. And if providence should not see
fit to restore me to you, these lines wil
naturally be a gratificationto our dear

son in his riper years. Good night.
In truth & affection I remain

your huband
F. M. Boven
Sergt. Co. I. 154th
N.Y. Vols.
Ho No Bm
F. 0. Boven
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Ward Master's Department
Ward E Screvin House Hospital
Savammah, Ga., Mar. 24th, 1865
Dear Companion.

I have concluded not to send or start
my express box until Monday - Saturday
today. So I will do a little more scribbl

It i8 nearly dinner time, but having
done all necessary writing for the Ward
until something oew turns up, I will direc
my attention to thee umtil the bell rings.

The Ward Master & I changed base this
morning, Our room is about 12 by 16 with
a carpet and center table therein. A map
of the United States & ancient pictures
orniment the walls. My desk occupies a
prominent place in one cormer which is
generally covered with a confused lot of
papers drawing the inference from a
stranger that I am a man of business,

The weather is dry & sunny and the air
i8 cool and bracing. We have no fires
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in the rooms having cleaned & closed the
grates a week ago.

'A negro family lives in the house who
used to be slaves of the forwer owner of
the house.

They are all emploied about the hospit
working, cooking, washing etc. Ome of th
wamen puts our room “to rights” every mon
ing. The bell rings for dinner. I belie
we have beans, pourk, bread & cold water
on the table, That makes a better meal
than we usually get.

Well, here goes for it. You will hez
from me again this aftermoon.

3 O'clock P.M.
Time drags heavily this afternoon.
In fact it does every day. I shall not
remain here many days longer for I long
to see my command., I am going through
with a course of medicine now to clense

my blood which is in a very bad state an«
e 5] -
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am only waiting to see the effects. I am
well & hearty every other way.

1 would like to know if you are
troubled any now with the erysiplus. I
flatter mysalf that I shall find you an
my return in better health than you ever
enjoyed before. I hope you have taken
good care of yourself in my absence for
I feel that there is yet happiness in
store for us, As my time drauvs nearer
to its close I grow more anxious to see
& imbrace you - my loved ones in the happ
€amily circle that we will be.

Three (3) years is a long time to be
absent from home and friends and the sol-
diers are few who serve their full term «
enlistment without a leave to visit thei:
friends. My luck has always cast me in
the shade omn that scoreforlnevercdx_l'
get up a feasible excuse to vigit home
vhen a possable chance presemtced itself,
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But u:y life i3 yet spared and health
wonderfully preserved so I will not campla
.1 look forward to that time of our
meeting with so much delight & anxiety -
the air castles built wié:h so wany happy
reuemberances is suddenly expeled from the
vission for a link will be missing from a
once united chaine of friends and a vacanc
will be there. Not only one but several.
But we arc not single in bereavement for -
whole country mourns the loss of friends

embarked in a cowmon cause,
I will not vrite any more now for I

want to take a walk before supper.

Yours in affection
Marion

Savannah, Ga.
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